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The Child Tax Credit  
Available for 

Families Raising Children

 Free income tax assistance is available for Portage County residents, through the 

Tax-Aide Counseling program of the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP).  

Volunteer Counselors are stationed at various locations throughout the county from 

February through the second week of April.  This service, which prepares tax returns and 

answers tax questions, is available to people of all ages with low and middle incomes, 

with special attention to those age 60 and older. 

 The AARP Tax-Aide program is a non-profi t program and has operated since 1968 

under a cooperative agreement with the IRS.  To schedule an appointment, call United 

Way 211 Portage at 211,  330.297.4636, or 1.800.961.0191 between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 

p.m., Monday through Friday. 

  Need Help Completing 
Your Tax Return?

 The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is a special tax benefi t for people who worked 

full or part-time in 2009.  If you qualify, you’ll owe less in taxes and you may get cash 

back.  Even if you don’t owe income tax, you may be able to get the credit.  But, to get 

this credit, you must fi le a federal tax return. 

  For families with children, the Earned Income Tax Credit could be worth up to:

  •  $3,043 for families with one qualifying child; and

  • $5,028 for families with two qualifying children

  • $5,657 for families with three or more qualifying children

 To qualify, a family with one child may earn up to $35,463 ($40,463 married fi ling 

jointly), families with  two children may earn up to  $40,295 ($45,295 married  fi ling 

jointly), and families with three or more children may earn up to $43,279 ($48,279 

married fi ling jointly). 

 The EITC credit does not generally count as income when eligibility for benefi t levels 

and re determined for Medicaid, Food Stamps, SSI, or federal housing assistance.

 For Individuals who do not have children, the Earned Income Tax Credit could be 

worth up to:

  • $457 for  those with no qualifying children.

 To qualify, individual (s) must be  between the ages of 25 and 64 and may earn up to 

$13,440 ($18,440 married fi ling jointly) with no qualifying children.

 Earned Income Tax Credit
Available for Families & Individuals

 Many families with children that have taxable earned income may qualify for the Child 

Tax Credit  and receive up to $1,000 for each dependent child under the age of 17 at the 

end of 2009.   Eligibility rules are different from the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 

rules, but many workers can receive both tax credits.  The Child Tax Credit  refund does 

not count as income for any federal funded benefi t program. 




